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THE GARFIELD FAMILY IN ENGLAND. 



THE interest which necessarily belongs to everything connected with 
the family history of the late President Gai^eld will be a sufficient 
reason for placing before the reader the results of an inquiry into the early 
history of the Garfield family in England, which was undertaken with the 
hope of tracing the connection between the American and English branches. 
The exact information given by Bond and Savage in their pi^igrees of the 
Garfields of Massachusetts, from which it appears that Edward Garfield of 
Watertown, the original emigrant, died in 1672, aged 97, made it reasona- 
ble to think that there would be little difficulty in tracing his parentage and 
ascertaining the English origin of the family. . Unfortunately this hope was 
not fulfilled, and nothing more definite has been discovered than that the 
American Garfields probably descended from a respectable yeoman &mily 
settled in the sixteenth century at the adjacent villages of Kilsby and Ash- 
by St. Ledger in Northamptonshire. A strange fatality seems to have at- 
tended the records which it was hoped would throw light on the Kilsby 
Garfields during the reign of Elizabeth. The early church register of Kils- 
by, from 1571 to 1636, has been lost since Baker wrote his history of the 
county, 1822-30, and the Bishop's transcripts at Peterborough, which might 
have supplied the want, do not begin until the eighteenth century. The an- 
cient parish registers of St. Sepulchres, London, were destroyed in the 
Great Fire of 1666, which like fate befel the books of the Dyers' Company ; 
and the court rolls of the manor of Kilsby are extant only for the reign of 
Edward the Sixth. 

Notwithstanding searches made through the indexes of many early rec- 
ords, no instance of the name has been discovered of an earlier date than 
1524. During the sixteenth century we meet with several various ways of 
spelling the name, none of which, however, throw light upon its origin, 
which we can scarcely doubt is a local one, though no place called Garfield 
occurs in the English topographical dictionaries. Still it is quite possible 
that some hamlet or farm of the name, too obscure to attract the notice 
of the topographer, may exist. The derivation from Gaerfili or Carr- 
phllly castle in Wales, which is referred to in a letter from the late Pres- 
ident, printed in the Rev. Mr. Porter's pamphlet of *< President Gar- 
field's Ancestry," appears to have nothing to support it beyond a vague 
similarity of form. Certainly there is no evidence whatever to connect the 
Garfields with that part of the country. Nor is there anything to show 
that Garfield is allied to the Shropshire name of Corfield. In 1543 we find 
at Kilsby Thomas Gardfylde and Robert Garfyld, and in the following year 
Robert Gardfeld, while it will presently be seen that there is reason to be- 
lieve that these two individuals were entered on the manor roll of 1551 as 
Garle. In 1568 we meet with the will of Robert Gerfyld or Geyfill of 
Ashby St. Legers, in which mention is made of Thomas Gardfyld and Eliz- 
abeth Gardfild. This spelling of Geyfill seems to suggest that Gaffield, 
Gavell and Gawfell may possibly have a similar origin. And it will be 
noted presently that Garfield and Gatfield seem to be heraldically identical. 
In the seventeenth century Garfeild seems to have been the usual spelling 






juBt as Grarfield is now. The forms of Gearfield and Grearfeild appear to 
be exclusively American. 

The Ldy Sabsidy Rolls, now preserved in the Public Record Office, sup- 
ply the earliest at present known mention of the name. From these rec- 
ords we learn that Thomas Garfelde of Ashby Legers, in 1524-5, was 
assessed ^^ in goodes," at xl* and paid thereon xij^. The villages of Ashb^ 
Si. Legers* and Kilsby are contiguous, and it is a matter of doubt which 
should be regarded as the original home of the family. Probably the for- 
mer, as they are more numerous, and occur there earlier than at Ealsby. 
However' this may be, the will of John Garfeild of Kilsby in 1618 proves 
that the two families were certainly related. 

Only one will of the Ashby St. Leger branch is known. It is endorsed 
<<T.'RoVti Geriyid of Asshbie Leagers 1568," though in the wUl itself, 
which is dated 17 March, 1568, he was described as << Robt. Geyfill," 
while he was' buried as Robert Grarfeild. The testator dedred to be buried 
in the churchyard of Asshbie Legers, and made the following bequests : 
To' the chrirtth of Ashbie Legers, iiij* — to the pavement, iiij* — to the re- 
piEU^n of the belies, iiij — to Thomas Gardfyld my son xii^^ in money, to be 
mad^ of ftuch goods as I have, and to be delivered to him at the age of xviij 
y^ars — to Elizabeth Gkudfild my sister a hyve at the day of her marriage. 
The witnto&es were Sebastian boyse, Gilbert Herman and Edmunde boyse, 
''with other mo." He appointed his wife Margaret residuary legatee 
and sole executrix, and she accordingly proved the will at Northampton, 
27 April, 1568, when the inventory of goods was valued at xxxv". v*. x*: 
Later on, about 1619, another Robert Garfield attested the will of John 
Satchwell of Ashby Legers. The registers supply further particulars, and 
are interesting for their completeness, which appears to afford negative evi- 
dence that Edward Garfield, the American emigrant, born about 1575, 
could not have been a native of this place. Although they do not enable 
anythii!)g but a very conjectural pedigree to be made out, it may be well to 
place the entries on record hercf 

Thomas Garfield sepult. 14 January 1554. 
Robert Garfield bapt. 10 October 1560. 
RiQbard Garfield bapt. 3 February 156 i. 
Robert Garfeiide bapt. 36 December 1567. 
Robert Garfeild sepult. 32 January 1567 [8]. 
Robert Garfeild sepult. 38 March 1568. 
Elizabeth Garfeild sepult. 33 April 1571. 

Thomas Garfield and Anne nupt. 15 Nov. 1573. 

Robert Garfeild son of Thomas Garieild bapt. 33 February 1573 [-3]. 

Ellen Garfield sepult. 10 June 1573. 

William Garfeild sonne of Thomas Garfeild bapt. 30 February 1573 3. 

Alice Garfeild daughter to John Garfeild beipt. 19 August 1575. 

Richard Garfeild sonne to Thomas Garfeild bapt. 13 April 1576. 

Ellen Garfeild sepult. 13 March 1576. 

William Garfeild sepult. 15 June 1583. 

• Issabel Garfeild daughter to Thomas Garfeild bapt. 7 June 1583. 
John -Garfeild sonne to Robert Garfeild Impt. 8 Dec. 1597. 

. Robert Harbert and Elizabeth Garfeild nupt. 29 October 1599. 
Thomas Garfeild was buried 39 February 1600. 

* This village then belontred to the Catesby family, bat passed away from them on the 
attaind^ of Kobert Catesby of gunpowder plot notoriety. 

t For fbe extradts from the register of Ashby St. Legers, I have to thank the vicar, the 
Rev. Jenkin Jenkins. The vicar of Cold Ashby, the Rev. Gregory Bateman, and Mr. 1. 
Eedes, very; kindly supplied me with the extracts from the Cold Ashby and Clerken well 
registers respectively. 



Tbomas Garfeild son to Richard Garfeild was baptized 17 April 1603. 
Isaake Garfeild Sonne to Richard Garfeild was baptized 6 July 1606. 
Margaret Garfeild daughter to Richard Garfeild was baptized 24 August 1608. 
John Garfield was buried 13 January 1608. 
Anne Gatfeild was buried 29 November 1606. 

Sarah Garfeild v<' daughter of Richard Garfeild was baptized 21 April 1611. 
Georce Garfeild son to Richard Garfeild was baptized 11 October 1616. 
Isabel Garfeild was buried 14 May 1624. 
Elizabeth Garfeild Was buried 12 September 1627. 

A Thomas Garfield, at the commencement of the seventeenth century, 
was settled at Cold Asbbj, another Northamptonshire village a few miles 
north-west of Kilsby and Ashby St. Leger. Probably he beloaged 
to the Kilsby family, as no entries occur in the Cold Ashby registers before 
1612, although they began in 1560. His will is dated 2 Jan. 1623, and was 
proved at Northampton by the executrix 17 April, 1624. He described 
himself as Thomas Garfeild of Cold asshbye, husbandman. He gave 20' 
to his eldest daughter Anne Garfield at the age of 21, or at marriage — 20' 
to his son William Garfeild at the age of 21 — 20' to his second daughter 
Susan at 21 or marriage, and to his youngest daughter Marke''^ Garfeild 20' 
at 21 or marriage. His wife Francis Garfeild was appointed residuary 
legatee and sole executrix. It was signed '^ Thomas Garfeild his marke," 
and witnessed by Francis Clipsham and William Line his marke. The in- 
ventory of his goods was valued at £41: 15: 4. 

A few extracts from the Cold Ashby registers may be added as giving 
details of his family : 

Anne 'Garfield the daughter of Thoocad Garfield and Francis his wife was baptized 
15^ day of November 1612. 

William Garfield the son of Thomas Garfield and Francis his wife was baptized 
the 18th (]fiy of December 1613. 

Susan Garfield the daughter of Thomas Garfield and Francis his wife was baptized' 
the first of June 1617. 

Jane Garfield the daughter of Thomas Garfield and Francis his wife was baptized 
the 2^^ day of March 1620. 

Martha the daughter of Thomas Garfield and Francis his wife was baptized Id 
July 1621. 

We now turn our attention to the Garfields of Kilsby, a branch of tHe 
family which was settled at the adjoining village of Ashby St. Leger. It 
is from this branch that I venture to suggest that the late President is- 
descended. We have negative proof that Edward Garfield of Watertowu^ 
was not born at Ashby St. Leger, but the unfortunate loss of the registers 
of Kilsby and St. Sepulchres, London, will probably always prevent thia- 
hypothesis' being disproved 'or confirmed. It is not a little disappointing^ 
when we remember that the Kilsby registers, little more than half a cen- 
tury ago, began in 1571, four years before the supposed birth of the Amer- 
ican immigrant. 

The earliest existing information we have about the Kilsby Garfields is 
derived from the probate registry at Northampton, in which are preserved 
the wills of Thomas Gardfylde, 1543, Robert Gardefelde, 1544, and John 
Grarfeild, 1614, the latter being also proved in London. 

The will of Robert Gardefelde, in modernized spelling, is to the follow- 
ing efiTect : 

• So in will, bat the register shows it is a blunder for Martha. 



In del noi'e« amen, the z^ day of y« month of March in the year of oar Lord 
God m d. zliiij I Rob'rt Gardefelde of the p'yshe of Kyllysbye, being in perfect 
remembrance fearing the dan^r of death do order and make my testament and last 
will in manner and form following. First I bequeath my soul to Almighty God 
defliring our lady Saint Mary and all the hoi v company in heayen to pray for me, my 
body to be buried in the churchyard of Kyllysbye aforesaid. Imprimis 1 bequeath 
unto my brother Thomas a cow, blossom, black of colour ; Item to Elyn my sister 
I bequeath a black bullock also to Jelyan Whithcde I bequeath one calf Item I be- 
queath unto my servants unto every one of them a sheep Item I bequeath to John 
Kyi worth a sheep Anthony Whythede a sheep and to Alys Boswell a sheep Item I 
bequeath unto every one of my godchildren xij* Item! will that Robert To 'son 
[Tonison] and Thomas Grene be overseers of my last will and every of them to have 
xij^ for tneir painstaking. Also I will y^ Elizabeth my wife be my m\e executrix of 
this my last will she to dispose for my soul and all X!tian souls as she shall think 
best. These bearing witness Robert Tomson, Wyli'm Whytehedde, Thorn's Grene 
with others. Item to the mother church of Pet'orugh iiy^. 

This will was proved by Elizabeth, the execatrix, 14 May, 1550. His 
brother Thomas is doubtless that " Thomas Gardfylde of y^ p'yshe of Kyl- 
lysbye," whose will, dated 16 April, 1543, is now preserved at Northamp- 
ton. He desired to be buried in the churcbyard of " Say't Andro in Kil- 
lesby." To the mother church of Peterboro he bequeated iiij*, and " ij* to 
y* belles of Kyllisby and to the rode ligte ijd." The residuary legatee and 
sole executrix was his wife Annes [Agnes] " to dispose of my goods for 
my soul and all X'tian souls. The witnesses were Wyll*m brown, ro- 
barde Tompson, Wyllam Saby, Robt Garfyld, with others. 

At this date the manor of Kilsby was in the hands of the crown, having 
been sold by the Bishop of Lincoln* to the King on the 26 Sept. 1547, and 
so continued until 14 March, 1610-11, when James I. granted it to George 
and Thomas Whitmore. Consequently the court rolls should be in the 
Public Record Office. Those of Edward the Sixth's reign are the only ones 
at present known to be extant, though as the crown manor rolls are scattered 
through several collections of documents, it is just possible that, in the 
course of time, when these have been thoroughly examined, other later 
court rolls may be found which will throw light upon the Garfields at the 
most interesting period of their early history. The ones at present accessi- 
ble supply some further particulars. At the view of Frankpledge and 
Court Baron of the Lord of the manor of Kildesby, held in the second year 
of Edward VL, the list of the jurors of the homage includes Robert Gare- 
felde, as well as Robert Tomson, one of the overseers of his will and a 
witness to Thomas Garfield's will. The other overseer, Thomas Grene, 
was one of the tithingmen, and William Sabyn, besides being one of the 
homage, was constable of Kilsby. At this same court the ale tasters pre- 
sented that amongst others, the wife of Robert Garefelde was a " common 
brewer,'* and had ** broken the assize," whereby a fine of 2d accrued to the 
king as lord of the manor, and she became '* in mercy." At a court held 
31 October in the year following, a similar presentment was made respect- 
ing Robert Garefelde's wife. His name does not occur amongst the homage, 
but we find that ot William Garefelde, to whose position in the pedigree we 
have at present no clue. The will of William Hall of Kilsby (1559) was 
witnessed by William Garfyld. In the spring of 1550, as we judge from 
the date of the probate of his will, the death of Robert Garfield occurred. 
Now changes of tenancy through death or otherwise were presented at the 
court held next after their occurrence. Therefore, in the ordinary course, 
the death of Robert Garfield would be presented at the court baron 

* Possibly some of the early manor rolls still exist in the diocesan registry at Lincoln ; if 
80, still earlier information about the Oarfields may yet be forthcoming. 



held 4 Edward VI. Bat the roll for this year and the following does not 
80 much as mention the name Garfield or Garefelde. Instead, however, 
we find that of Garle,* which we do not doubt is intended for Garfelde, as 
the christian names and the circumstances of the kinship appear to exactly 
tally with the will of Robert Garfield. Moreover, the list of the homage 
includes the name of William Garle, who on this assumption must be the 
William Garfelde of the year preceding. The presentment by the tithing- 
men of the death of Robert Garle, or rather as we think Garfield, was 
made in terms which, translated, run as follows : 

That Robert Garle who held of the lord the King one messuage and one " qna- 
trona "f of customary land there at the rent of 6* 8<^ a year died since the last court. 
Whereupon there fell to the lord fur a heriot one horse of the colour '* browne 
baye " ofthe value of 19" 4*. Whereupon also the bail iff was ordered to answer 
[for itj to the lord the King. And that Elizabeth Tomson lately wife ofthe afore- 
said Robert Qarle now holds the said messuage and *'' quatrona " of land but by 
what right or who may be hia next heir the juron say they know not. Therefore 
they have a day for further inquiring before the next court. 

Accordingly at the next court Baron, which was held 20 April 5 Edward 
VI. 15, we find amongst other presentments made by the homagers the 
following : 

And further they present that Thomas Garle is brother and next heir of Robert 
Garle deceased who held of the lord on the day of his death one messuage and one 
** quatrona " of customary land at the rent of 5* a year. And one customary cottage 
at the rent of '20*^ a year. And upon this proclamation made etc If any one etc. 
There came the aforesaid Thomas Garle and received of the lord the messuage, land 
and cottage aforesaid with their appurtenances from the hands of the loni by his 
steward And he gave for a fine for his admittance to the aforesaid messuage and' 
*^ quatrona *' of land xx^ and for the afores:iid cottage vij^ And he does fealty and 
is tnereupon admitted tenant 

There is no other mention of the name in this roll, and the want of those 
of the following reigns causes a blank which may never be remedied. 
However, in the early part of the reign of King James I. we meet with 
two brothers, John Garfield of Kilsby, yeoman, and Ralph Garfeild of 
London, whose wills were respectively proved in 1618 and 1607. In what 
relation they stood to the early Kilsby Garfields is quite unknown. Per- 
haps they were sons of William or Thomas before mentioned. That they 
were related to the Ashby St. Leger family is shown by John Garfeild's 
will. Ralph Garfeild his brother seems to have been a merchant adventu- 
rer of wealth and position. It is evident from his will that he had busi- 
ness beyond the seas, and his son's absence from England at the time of his 
death seems to afiford some ground for suggesting that he may have been 
nearly akin, perhaps uncle, to Edward Garfield, of Watertown, Mass., who 
was born about 1575. It is also somewhat suggestive of kinship that Ralph 
Garfeild*s son and grandson were both called Benjamin, a name likewise 
borne by President Garfield's ancestor, the fourth son of Edward Garfield, 
and it is too not a little curious that another son of Ralph should have had 
the name of Abraham. The information as yet collected clearly does not 
permit the construction of a satisfactory pedigree. Still it may be useful to 
tabulate what is known of the sixteenth century Garfeilds, although it is 
most needful to warn the reader that the following outline is a very tenta- 
tive one, and that the suggested kinship with Edward Garfield is quite 
hypothetical. 

« Oarle and Oarley are still existing English surnames. 

t Quatrona or qaartrona is a moasare of land, which is probably equal to the foarth part 
of an '* oxgang *' of land. 
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d. 1661, 
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fourth son : 

ancestor of 

President Garfield. 



The will of John Garfeild of Kilsby, yeoman, dated 20 April, 1614, prov- 
ed in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 81 July, 1618 [Meade, 73] and 
at Northampton 15 Sept. in the same year, is given below in abstract. 

To he buried in the upper end of the middle side of the church ofKilsby. to Rich- 
ard Garfeild of Ashby Legers my kinsman £5^the like sum to Alice Qarfeild, wid- 
ow, late wife of my brother Ralph Garfeild citisen in London— ^to Annes Stonby late 
servant to my brother Raph Garfeild 40^'-to Alice Hewlett, widow, sometime wife of 
William Huwlett£10 — to the four children of John llowlett i. e. William, John, 
£phraim and Moyses 10^ each — to Elizabeth (lowlett wife of John Hewlett £6 13. 4 
—to margaret Tompson wife of William Tumpson £3: 6. 8 — to Moyses Ausuppe 
[sic] son of Thomas Ausuppe £6. 13. 4 — to Liddia Ausuppe daughter of Thomas 
Ausuppe £6. 13. 4—tQ Betteriche Allam wife of William AUam of Litterworth, 
baker £20 *' if he the said William do accept of it for charges of board I have 
put him to, if he do not accept it for the said charges she shall not have it but 
he shall have what he can prove is due" — to Robert Allam and Richard AUam. 
hie sons 10" each — ^to my maid servant Isabell 10« — to Beniamyn Garfeild citizen in 
London £100 and my house in Pinchbacke — to Ellen 8abin 10" — to Richard Wells 
of Biteswell and to his brother 10" each— Residuary legatee and sole executor 
John Aulsuppe— Overseers John Preiste and Thomas Aulsupp — Witness George 
Harris— Signed, John Garfeild sign', Willm' Marrett his mark, John Preist sign*. 
Thomas Aulsuppe his mark, with others. 
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The subsidy roll of 35 Eliz. 1593, includes under Kilesbie the name of 
John Garfeilde, who was then assessed " in goods/' 

Ralph Garfeild brother of John Garfeild of Kilsby became a citizen of 
Loudon and member of the Dyers* Company. The destruction of the ear- 
ly books of that company and the registers of St Sepulchres deprive us of 
the opportunity of adding to the information supplied by his will, which is 
specially interesting from the reference he makes to the absence '< beyond 
the seas '' of his son Benjamin, who probably acted in his father's mercan- 
tile ^* adventures/' Of this document we here give an abstract. 

1 Sept. 1607, 6 James. Raffe Garfeild, Citizen and Dyer of Londoiv— being sick — 
my debts to be paid — my eoods to be divided into three part according to the lauda- 
ble custom of the city of u)Ddon~one third part to my well beloved wife Alice Gar- 
feild— one third part amongst my sons Beniamvn Garfeild and Abraham Garfeild 
equally ; if Abraham die under 21 then the whole to Beniamyn — the other third 
part for legacies as follows— First to my loving brother John Garfeild £20 — to the 
poor people harboured in Bridewell £4 — to the poor children in Ohrists Hospital so 
that they accompany my body to burial £3— to my maidservants 40" apiece — to every 
of them a black j2:own of 16* a yard and to have £3 for every gown —to the poor 

Bx)ple of Saint Sepulchre without Newgate £3— to the livery of the company of 
yers whereof I am a member for a repast to be made by them when they shall 
accompany my corpse to my funeral 40" — to the poor prisoners in Newgate, Lud- 
gate, the counter in Woodstreet and the counter in the poultry to every of the same 
prisons 40" — to my cousin Richard Arnold* son of Samuel Arnold £20 at 21— to the 
child or children that Mary Arnold now wife of the said Samuel Arnold is '* insent '* 
or goeth with £10 at 21. — to Richard Arnold the elder citizen and haberdasher of 
London 40* for a rinf( for a eentle remembrance, and a black gown — to my loving 
wife Alice Garfeild the lease of the messuage wherein I now dwell in the Olde Bay- 
lie, without Newgate, London — to my said son Abraham Garffeild £306 at 21. Re- 
siduary le^^tees my children Beniamyn and Abraham. *' And forasmuch as my 
said son Beniamyn is at this present in some part beyond the seas my will and mind 
is that if it shall hap])en him to die before his next return into this realm of Eng- 
land that then all of his portion aforesaid to him by this my testament and last will 
given and bequeathed shall wholely go and remain unto my said son Abraham. And 
whereas I have heretofore upon trust only to my own use conveyed unto my said 
brother John Garfeild all my estate and interest as well of and in the fourth part 
of all that good ship called the ' Fawlcon of Ipswich ' and of and in all the tackle,, 
masts, ropes and furniture thereunto belons^ing as also of and in the third part of 
that j;ooa ship called the ' Rose of Ipswich ' and of and in all the tackle masts rope» 
and fiirniture thereunto belonging my will and mind is and 1 earnestly ontreat my 
said brother John Garfeild that all the said fourth and third parts of the said ships- 
and furniture aforesaid with all bis estate and interest therein may be valued, ap- 
praised and inventoried as ])art of my estate and so sold as my trust is in him '' — 
my lands and tenements being freehold to my wife Alice for life she keeping them 
in ro^)wir, after her decease to my son Abraham and the heirs of his t>ody, in default 
thereof to my son Beniamyn his heirs and assiens for ever. — Sole Executor, my son 
Beniamyn — Overseers, my loving brother John Garfeild and the said Riohara Arnold 
the elder. Signed '* signum dicti Radi Garffeild.'* Witnessed by Samuel Arnold, 
Thomas Spa^ke scr' and Humfrey Bowden servant to the said scrivener. 

This will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (Wind- 
bank, 98) 2 Nov. 1608, by John Garfeild, " executor juxta tenorem durante 
absentia Beniamini Garfeild, filii naturalis et legitimi, iam in "partibus ultra 
marinis, commorantis." That of his widow Alice is dated 25 September, 
1621, and is to the following effect: 

• It is noteworthy, though perhaps only a coincidence, that the lords of the manor of 
Kllsby are, or lately were, L. C. Arnold, Bsq., and Dr. Thomas Colledge. [Thomas Ar- 
nold, who had a son Richard, settled as early as 1640, in Watertown, Mass., wbere Bdward 
Garfield was a resident. (See Arnold Family, Reoisteb, xxxiii. 427-38.) Qu. Was there 
any relationship between this Thomas Arnold and the Richard Arnold named in the above 
will ?— Ed.] 
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Alice Garff^ild of London, widow — ^to be buried in the charcb of St Sepnlcbre 
without newgate whereof 1 am a parishioner — my debts to be paid — to the poor of 
St Sepulchre £10— to the Company of Diars £3— to the children of Ghrists Honpital 
£3^to m^ loving friend M' George Needier* the attorney £5 for a gown — to Mrs 
Needier his wife the like— to my son in law Beniamyn Garfeild £l0^al8o £5 for 
a gown and to my daughter Garfeild his wife £5 for a gown — to my son in law 
John Davift £40 and £3 for a cloak and to his wife £4 for a gown — to my cousin 
Tborrieton £3 for a cloak and to his wife £4 for a gown — to my grandchild Richard 
Arnold £100 at 31— to my grandchild Samuel Arnold £100 at 31— to my j^randchild 
George Arnold £100 at 21 — to my brother Michael Prattf an annuity of £10 pay- 
able out of my now dwelling house in the Ould Bailiie — ^to William Bell gent a 
tankard of silver and gilt — to M' Homes £3 for a cloak & to his wife £4 for a gown 
—to their daughter my goddaughter £3. — to Alice Uzley my goddaughter £5— to 
Alice Wetberall my god&ughter 40s — to Thomas Arnold £2(>— to Elizabeth Beene 
my maid £3 for a gown — to Elizabeth Cock £3 for a gown — to Ann Addams my 
daughter Arnolds maid £3 for a gown — ^to William Watall my daughter Arnolds 
man 40" for a cloak — to Ann Standish £4 to make her a gown — to 20 poor women a 
gown apiece — Residuary legatee and sole executrix my daughter Mary Arnold — 
Overseers, my loving friend Af George Needier and my said son in law Beniamyn 
Garfeild. Signed Alice Garfill. 

Codicil dated 23 April 16*23 reciting omission to give legacies to the children of 
her son in law Beniamyn Garfeild — ^she therefore upon ''*' due consideration had '* 
gives to his four children Beniamyn, Henry, James and Mary £5 apiece. Signed 
Alice Garfill, witnessed by Thomas Arnold La. Lowndd. 

Witnessed by Ben : Garfeild, Franc's James, Robart MoUnt, the mark of Robert 
Batte, Thomas Arnold La. Lownes. 

This will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 6 May 
1633 (Swan, 50) by Mary Arnold tbe daugbter. The way in whicb the 
codicil is inserted is strange, and it looks as if the will had remained un- 
signed until the date of the codicil. The kinships shown by these wills are 
somewhat puzzling. Alice would seem to have been Ralph Garfeild's sec- 
ond wife, as she describes his son Benjamin as her '^ son in law " and the 
latter'b wife as her "daughter." Probably she too had been previously 
married. It will be noticed that she had two " sons in law," Benjamin Gar- 
feild and John Davis, a " daughter " Garfeild who is known to have been sole 
heir of John Blsden, and a daughter Mary Arnold. Add to this that Mary 
Arnold's children would appear to have been "cousins" of Ralph Garfeild. 
It is scarcely possible at present to explain these kinships satisfactorily. 

The subsequent history of this branch of the family is quite clear. They 
maintained a good position, and in 1663 Ralph's grandson Benjamin 
Garfeild entered his [)edigree at the Herald's Visitation of Middlesex. 
That document forms the basis of the following account, in which whatever 
is taken from the Visitation pedigree is enclosed in brackets. 

[Ralph Garfeild of Kilsby co Northampton Esq] citizen and dyer of London : 
lived in the Old Bailey. Will dated 1 Sept. 1607 proved 2 Nov. 1608. Probably 
married twice : his second wife being Alice Garfield above mentioned, perhaps a 
Northamptonshire lady who also probably had been previously married to a John 

Elsden or Ellsdon and perhaps to Davis. Will & codicil dated respectively 25 

Sept. 1621 and 23 April 1623 and proved 6 May 1633. He had two sons :— 

(Benjamin], see below. 
Abraham Garfield, second son of Catherine Hall, Cambridge, s. p.} 
[Benjamin Garfeild of Clerkenwell, co. Middlesex, gentleman] also a citizen and 
dyer of Ijondon. ** M' Benjamyn Garfeild buried in y" vault" at Clerkenwell 18 
Oct. 1630." Will dated 14 Sept. 1630. Goods to be divided into three parts — one 
part to my well beloved wife Elizabeth Garfeild — one part to my three childen Ben- 

* In the Lay Subsidy of 42 Elizabeth for Northamptonshire, the name of George Need- 
ier, gent , appears assessed " in lands *' at Farthingston. 

t The homage of Kilsby at a court held in 1548, presented that Thomas Pratt and John 
Pratt dwelling with Thomas their father, were then of tbe age of 12. 
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iamin, H«nry and Mary — one part for legacies, viz. to my said son Henry my mes- 
suage in Lutterworth which I hold by lease of the King — to my daughter mary 
£300^my loving friend Thomas Arnold £3 for a mourning cloak— to John Home 
40* for a mourning cloak. Residuary legatees, my children Benjamin Henry and 
Mary — lands etc in Middlesex or elsewhere to my son Benjamin Qarfeild— wife to 
have education etc of children till they be 21 or married ; she to be executrix. Over- 
seers Thomas Arnold and John Home. Witnesses. John Davis. William Dugdaile 
and John Home, scrivener. Proved 3 Nov. If^O by Elizabeth the relict. [He mar- 
ried Elizabeth daughter and heir of John Blsden] who was probably a former hus- 
band of Alice Garieiid. Their children were 

rBeT\jamin] see below. 

[Henry Garfeild, second son ob.e.p.] bap. Clerkenwell 9 June 1616. 

Elizabeth, bap. Clerkenwell '' in their house " 15 bU. 26 July 1617. 

James Garfeild, bapt Clerkenwell 29 July 1618 bu there 4 May 1625. 

Mary, bapt. Clerkenwell 21 Nov. 1619. 

John Garfeild bapt. 17 bu. 24 Sept. 1620 at Clerkenwell. 

Ann bap 13 bu. 17 Feb. 1621 at Clerkenwell. 

Audley Garfeild bap at Clerkenwell 5 Oct. 1623. 
[Benjamin Garfeild of Tuddington] i. e. Teddington [co. Middlesex Esq. and one 
of the gentlemen pensioners to King Charles IIj. He was possessed of lands in 
Kildesby which he sold to Robert Smyth as appears by a fine levied in Michaelmas 
term l&S. In 1663 he entered his pedigree at Kyley and Dettricks Visitation of 
Middlesex. Perhapt* in describing Himself as ''of Teddington " he may have had 
hopes of founding a family there. Administration of his goods was granted 25 Oct. 
16^-0 to his daughter Mary StoWe, when he was described as "' late oiSt Giles in the 
Fields Esq." [He married Frances dau. of John of Herborne] i. e. Harbome [of 
Tackley com Oxon Bsq. by Frances dau of Sir Francis Euro]. She was buried at 
Clerkenwell 12^ August 1661. Their children were — 

[Francis died m 1663] bu. Clerkenwell 1 July 1653. 

[Mary Garfeild aged 8 years in 1663] m. by license William Stow Esq. at 
Clerkenwell 29 Jan 1679 and administered her father's effects in 1680. 

The pedigree is signed ** Ben. Garfeild.'* The arnas claimed by him on 
entering this pedigree were, Quarterly 1. Or three bars gules on a canton 
ermine a cross gules. 2. Sable on a chevron between three lions rampant 
argent an amulet gules. 3. Argent on a chevron between three cross cross- 
letts gules three fleur de lys or. 4. Barry of six argent and azure a lion 
rampant gules. Crest On a ducal coronet or a cross calvary gules. But 
Mr. Garfeild was unable to show to the heralds sufficient evidence of his 
right to use these arms, and a note is appended to the pedigree that proof 
is '' respited to London." No proof, however, seems to have been made, 
and no grant of arms to any one of this name can be traced at the College 
of Arms, and as it seems clear that they were not in a position to bear 
arms before Elizabeth's reign, we must conclude that the Garfields can 
scarcely with strict propriety be termed an armigerous family. By whom 
or when the crest — out of a human a hand holding a sword all proper — 
engraved in Mr. Porter's pamphlet and aspribed to the name in some dic- 
tionaries of heraldry, was used or borne, there is no evidence at present to' 
show. It is worthy of note that similar armorial bearings, viz. : Barry of 
six or and gules, a canton ermine charged with a cross of the second. Crest. 
On a ducal coronet or a cross gules — are ascribed by the heraldic dictiona- 
ries to the name of Gatfield. 

Some difficulty attaches to the identification of the arms quartered by 
Benjamin Garfeild. The second quarter is perhaps the coat of an Essex 
family, that of Hallys, of whom Sir Stephen Hallys bore similar armorial 
bearings, with the trivial exception that in his the amulet, probably a mere 
mark of cadency, was sable instead of gules. It may be that Ralph Gar- 
feild's first wife bore this name. The third quarter is undoubtedly the cog- 
nizance of Elizabeth Elsden. None of the dictionaries refer to this name, 
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but in Dorsetshire there was an eminent family of merchants settled at 
Charmouth and Lyme Regis, which they frequently represented in parlia- 
ment, who bore the name of £Ilesdon, and used similar arms. The publish- 
ed pedigree of EUesdon does not allude to the Garfeild family. Of the last 
quarter, all that can be said is that it may be either for Watson or the 
Gloucestershire family of Williamscot. To the former name belong the 
arms — Barry of five arg. and az. over all a lion rampant gules ; and to the 
latter — Arg. three bars az. over all a lion ramp. gu. crowned or. 

Although the position in the pedigree of the following individuals is at 
present unknown, it may be well to place them here on record. 

Edward Godward married Catherine Garfeild at Clerkenwell 28 Nov. 1630: par. 
reg. Thomas son of William and Mary Garfeild was baptized at Clerkenwell 6 June 
1R70 : par. res:. Administration of the ^oods of John Garfeild late of 8t Mary Mat- 
fellon alias Whitechapd was granted to Elizabeth his relict 20 Feb. 1672. 

Amongst the Ro^'alist Composition Papers of the time of the Commonwealth is a 
petition from John Garfeild, minister of Tiekhill, Yorkshire, who had been ac- 
cused of '* speaking words against the state," in which he declares that he '*is 
and alwayes was well affected to this present parliament & by his words and acions 
hath expressed the same." 

The name Garfield is still to be found in England in the midland 
counties, in Birmingham and Wolverhampton, but it no longer occurs in 
Northamptonshire, at least not in the Post-office Directory. 

A family of Garfields, of which the present English representatives live 
at Wolverhampton, sent out a branch to America which settled in Canada 
about a century ago, and although not strictly bearing on New England 
genealogy, a note of this fact may perhaps save confusion between the two 
American families in the future. James Garfield, brother of a William 
Garfield, who lived and was buried at Alcester in Warwickshire, emigrated 
to Quebec. He made his will 22 March, 1807, at 10 A.M., in the pre- 
sence of the notary public, Ch: Voyer, in which lie is described as '* Sieur 
James Garfield pere," dwelling in the faubourg St. Jean, " sur la rue St. Joa- 
chim — gissant au lit malade du corps- — mais saint d'esprit." The testator 
gave ^* a son fils James Garfield issu de son mariage avec feu Margue- 
rite Garfield Joblin dec^dee en 1789, ^tant le seul enfant que soit reste 
vivant issu de dit mariage,'* all his goods, moveable and immoveable, and 
those of his late wife, which consisted principally of '^ douze cens acres de 
terre dans le township de Tewksbury et quatre emplacements situees au 
Faubourg St Jean," upon which a house had been built ; £300 in the hands 
of M. Louis Marchand, negociant at Quebec, and £25 due from la veuve 
Lapointe. 

The will of his son " Sieur " James Garfield, also of the rue St. Joa- 
chim, Quebec, is dated 10 Jan. 1814. He bequeathed one half of his goods 
to his wife. Dame Marie Louise Pouliat, and the other half to hi<^ child- 
ren, his executor being Sieur George Harley, maitre sgeller. This will is 
endorsed, *' Testament au Sieur James Gardfield,'' a curious instance of an 
ancient form of spelling reasserting itself. 

A letter from Quebec in 1823 respecting this family states : " The old 
gentleman died in January, 1808, and the son is also dead, but I have not 
been able to ascertain the time of his death ; he however left a widow and 
two or three children ; the children are still living, and the widow is mar- 
ried again." 

It may be well to add that nearly every name mentioned in the Garfield 
wills occurs either in the Kilsby manor rolls or else in the subsidy rolls. 
Thus we find particulars of Howlett, Tomson, Allsop, Sabin, Priest, Her- 
bert on Harbert, Marryet, Green, Boyse, Needier, etc.* 
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